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Fraternity rush tables at San Jose State 
University buzzed with excitement for po-
tential new members last Th ursday.
While most fraternities have the same goal 
of recruiting during this time of year, meth-
ods and standards can vary.
Th e men of Pi Kappa Phi began recruiting 
at 8 a.m. and collected a total of 40 names of 
potential new members by noon.
“Most people you have to reel in,” said 
business management senior Matt Robin-
son. “Not a lot of students will walk up to 
tables on their own.”
Although Robinson explained, “every 
fraternity has its own image;” they do not 
recruit based on looks alone. Robinson said 
he tries to fi nd common ground with every 
person he talks to.
Since Pi Kappa Phi was founded on SJSU’s 
campus in November 2013, it has been mak-
ing it what they want it to be by recruiting 
people with the same interests.
Pi Kappa Phi explained to potential new 
members that it is proud to have the ability 
to infl uence how the relatively new chapter is 
shaped. Robinson said they had to fl y in mem-
bers from other chapters to help set things up.
Fraternities fi nd new
men for Fall semester
“We got to see how fraternities were 
started,” Robinson said.
Aft er only two years, the SJSU chapter of Pi 
Kappa Phi is the seventh largest in the nation.
At the Sigma Chi recruitment table, senior 
kinesiology student Eric Huynh smiled and 
shook hands with potential new members 
and female students alike.
“I love talking to people even if they don’t 
join,” Huynh said.
Although fraternity rush is highly com-
petitive at SJSU, Huynh takes his time to 
get to know people. He said that Sigma Chi 
members are urged to make real connec-
tions during rush by taking potential new 
members’ numbers and taking the “new 
guys” out for coff ee.
“Th ey’ll feel like we’re more of a genu-
ine fraternity instead of rushing for size,” 
Huynh said.
He said they care about quality over quan-
tity so they are not pushy when trying to 
fi nd their “best of the best” men.
Alpha Tao Omega got a head start on 
scouting for new members this semester, 
according to business-marketing major and 
member Alexander Venierakis. Current 
members helped students during move-in 
see RUSH on page 2
see SMOKE on page 3
see CLIPPER on page 2
Freshman Kevin Maldonado signs up to learn more about recruitment at the 
Sigma Chi booth during fraternity rush week last Thursday. 
Deanna Villarreal | Spartan Daily
NEW RECRUITS
By Rosa Jasso
@rosabjasso
Butts are offi  cially banned at San Jose 
State. Cigarette butts, that is.
SJSU joins more than 1,000 colleges in the 
nation by becoming a tobacco-free campus as 
of Aug. 1, 2015. Former SJSU President Mo-
hammad Qayoumi announced the fi nal deci-
sion on Nov. 20, 2014, through an email, but 
university offi  cials waited for the new rule to 
take eff ect until the semester of Fall 2015.
Th is new regulation restricts the smoking 
of any tobacco products such as cigarettes 
as well as medical marijuana anywhere 
on campus including parking lots and the 
Event Center.
According to an online page on the offi  cial 
SJSU website called "Tobacco Free Policy," 
tobacco products include "any item contain-
ing tobacco leaf and any product contain-
Tobacco ban goes into eff ect
ing biologically active amounts of nicotine 
that can be inhaled. It does not include any 
product designed and approved by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration for the use 
in treating nicotine or tobacco dependence."
Amiocar Barrios, freshman forensics ma-
jor, said this rule is necessary and creates a 
better environment for students.
“I think it’s important for students to be in 
a healthy environment away from all those 
toxins in the air so they can excel in their 
academics and whatever they do on cam-
pus,” Barrios said.
Students and staff  members have been 
asking for a smoke-free campus since No-
vember 2006.
A survey was later conducted in 2011 by Cam-
puses Organized and United for Good Health 
SJSU where 2,312 individuals participated.
UP IN SMOKE
visit spartandaily.com
RISING UP
Crowd members lead chants for the crowd at #RiseUp Bay Area in 
San Francisco on Sunday.  
Rain Stites | Spartan Daily
Bay Area protestors 
fi ght police brutality 
at spoken word and 
music event
By Saja Mohamed
@sajamohamed17
Eco Pass Clipper cards were implement-
ed Th ursday, Aug. 20, at San Jose State 
University instead of the usual Eco Pass 
stickers, which are used to ride buses and 
public transportation in the Bay Area.
“We have to implement these Clipper 
cards because it is mandated by the San 
Jose Valley Transportation Authority,” 
said Analisa Campos, student coordi-
nator at SJSU Transportation Solutions.
In the past, SJSU coordinated with 
VTA and used Eco Pass stickers, which 
were given to students to place on the 
front of Tower I.D. cards. Th e sticker re-
newed each semester.
New Clipper cards, the same ones 
used on BART and Caltrain, are being 
passed out to students instead.
“It’s pretty convenient because all you 
gotta do is scan it and it makes a noise 
and that’s it, you walk on,” said graphic 
design transfer student Nancy Hu.
“It was a VTA requirement getting 
away from the Eco Passes, and just like 
New Clipper card 
trumps Eco Passes
anything else, they are moving on to 
something a bit more modern, which is 
the Clipper card,” said Transportation 
Solutions Commute Coordinator Tif-
fany Rodriguez.
SJSU is not the fi rst college to take on 
the Clipper card.
“Th e fi rst college to transition to the Clip-
per card was De Anza and then I believe 
it was Stanford," Rodriguez said. "So we’re 
kind of the last university to transition."
According to the offi  cial website used 
to obtain a Clipper card, cards are used 
in many transportation systems in the 
Bay Area and can even be used to ride 
the San Francisco Bay Ferry.
Th e Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission is now working to have 
the card be used in select garages in San 
Francisco as a test run for future park-
ing payment methods.
“Th e main reason though is just for 
stats—to understand who’s using what 
and where and why,” Campos said. 
“Th ey need more buses and more times, 
By Rain Stites & Raphael Stroud
@writeas_rain
@randomlyralph
Fists of diff erent shades were held high 
as passionate anger reverberated among 
the crowd at the Bay 
Area #RISEUP rally 
yesterday in San Fran-
cisco, organized by the 
Stop Mass Incarcera-
tion Network.
Speakers from around 
the Bay Area and the 
greater U.S. raised their 
voices against injustices 
caused by what they described as “the sys-
tem.” People of many ages and ethnicities 
stood side by side in support of the indi-
vidual speakers.
“Our future lies in this generation,” 
said Cephus “Uncle Bobby” Johnson, 
uncle of Oscar Grant III who was shot 
and killed by an Oakland BART police 
offi  cer in 2009. “Let us elders remember 
that so that we can give them the wis-
dom of our experience so that this lead-
ership can take us to 
the promise land.”
Musicians Janelle 
Monae, Jidenna and 
others from the re-
cord label Wonda-
land joined com-
munity members, 
transgender folk and 
family members of 
victims killed at the hands of law en-
forcement in part of #RiseUp October, 
set for Oct. 24, in New York City.
see SF RALLY on page 2
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“My community was a thriving, black community. It is gone.
SCAN AND GO
NEWS2 Tuesday, August 25, 2015
Show us your SJSU
Student I.D. at our
City Centre Branch &
get a FREE T-SHIRT!*
Santa Clara County Federal Credit Union
City Centre Branch & ATM conveniently located across from the MLK Library
140 E. San Fernando St. at corner of 4th St. • San Jose, CA 95112
408.282.0700 •  sccfcu.org
http://sccfcu.org/mobile •  facebook.com/SCCFCU
…It’s About
Building Relationships
For Life
Students, Faculty & Staff are all eligible to join!
*Redeemable only at the City Centre Branch while supplies last
 Free College Survival Pack
 Free Food and Games
 Chance to Win a $250 Target Gift Card
Join us August 26th& 27th fora
Welcome Week Celebration
San Jose State University
Welcome Spartans!
RUSH
from page 1
days so they could “see who is 
out there.”
It, like other fraternities, will 
also be holding rush events 
throughout the week such as a 
“TAUco Tuesday” and a luau at 
its house.
Most of the fraternities also 
use tactics other than what they 
described as basic "getting-to-
know-you" conversation while 
recruiting.
Marketing materials, new rush 
shirts and free snacks are stan-
dard promotions when recruit-
ing new members, but some 
fraternities have started using 
another way to reel in students.
“Who doesn’t love puppies?” 
Huynh said about the trend 
of bringing dogs during rush 
week. “It attracts people.”
Four tables brought dogs 
along for recruitment.
Th e fraternities, especially 
during rush, also share a com-
mon thread in trying to dispel 
negative stereotypes. Veni-
erakis got serious when asked 
about how they handle negative 
fraternity generalizations like 
heavy partying.
“We push it off  like it doesn’t 
exist,” Venierakis said. “(Being 
in a fraternity) is not everything 
they expect.”
Robinson echoed the same 
sentiments.
“You won’t ever know until 
you’re a part of it. It’s just judg-
ments,” he said.
Recruitment for both social 
and cultural interest fraterni-
ties will continue for the fi rst 
few weeks of school.
Deanna Villarreal
is the Spartan Daily
production editor.
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Rain Stites | Spartan Daily
Protestors march down Mission Street in 
San Francisco in effort to stop recurring 
police violence on Sunday.
Rain Stites | Spartan Daily
and hopefully by using these Clipper 
cards they are more, like, just plain in 
front of their faces ... hopefully they’ll 
implement better infrastructure for 
these buses and everything else.”
According to the offi  cial Clipper card 
website, in 2014 the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Commission invited the pub-
lic to tell them what they wanted to see in 
the future of the Clipper card in a survey.
It is your responsibility to drop your classes in MySJSU. 
Add and drop courses of equal net value so as not to be 
responsible for additional state university/non-resident 
fees. Students must drop and add on the same day to 
avoid additional charges. If you move from full-time 
to part-time and have tuition reduced, it may have 
fi nancial implications if you receive fi nancial aid. 
LAST DAY TO DROP
Last day to drop classes or withdraw 
from SJSU without a “W” grade
Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 1
According to Stop Mass Incarceration’s of-
fi cial website, the marches are a call to stop 
police terror throughout the country.
“We are at a state of emergency,” Johnson 
said as he called the crowd to action to join 
in any march they could. “It is time that our 
voice be heard, that this shit stops now.”
During the rally, individuals’ voices inter-
twined with melodies inspired by the day’s 
speeches. Th e #BlackLivesMatter and the 
#TransLivesMatter campaigns led the con-
versation toward the gentrifi cation of San 
Francisco as a whole.
According to the U.S. Census record as of 
April, the black community represents about 
3.9 percent of the city’s total population.
“I look out to the crowd and I ask our white 
allies if you could organize your people and 
let them know what’s going on because the 
black San Francisco is being attacked,” said 
Ronnisha Johnson of a black community 
advocacy group. “Every time I step out my 
house, I don’t know anybody in my commu-
nity. My community was a thriving, black 
community. It is gone.”
Speakers from a range of advocacy groups 
for the black community, the transgender 
community and the Latino community said 
they came together to raise awareness about 
a larger problem.
“Th e murder of black and trans women 
across the Unites States that has been un-
noticed, been largely under-reported and 
they’re being erased every-
day. Th ey’re under attack,” 
said Ashley Yates, a com-
munity organizer originally 
based out of St. Louis.
Killed By Police 2015, an 
archive website which lists 
deaths caused by police of-
fi cers nationwide and pro-
vides articles written about 
each incident, recorded 763 
of these deaths to date.
Th e Advocate, a news publi-
cation dedicated to the LGBT 
community, reported in July 
that 17 transgender women, 
mostly women of color, have 
been killed this year.
Yates continued to say how 
crucial it is to recognize the individuals who 
seem to have been taken out of the public nar-
rative of state violence against black people. 
Th e campaign is ongoing.
“We need to continue to resist on every lev-
el, we need to continue to protest, we need to 
continue to do, in the words of one of one of 
my idols Stokely Carmichael; organize, orga-
nize, organize,” Yates said.
Speakers called out societal stigmatization 
toward a number of minority groups.
A feeling of vulnerability ran deep 
among each speaker as they shared stories 
of the deaths of their family members.
“And the pain that I feel is a system. 
A part of me is gone,” said Cadine Wil-
liams, sister of O’Shaine Evans who was 
fatally shot by police outside of AT&T 
Park last October. “Every time it rains 
in San Francisco, my blood is running in 
these streets.”
As Williams’ voice grew louder, emotion 
echoed. Th e crowd drew closer toward her.
“Th e system gives them the power,” she said 
of the police. “All I have to say people is love 
and protect each other … no matter what 
the color of your skin or where you’re from. 
Know that we’re all in this struggle together. 
And not one life is worth more than the other. 
We are all in this struggle together. Together.”
Aft er all speakers had their turn, Monae 
and Wondaland performed "Hell You Talm-
bout," a protest song dedicated to those killed 
by police shootings, before leading a march 
down Mission Street.
Rain Stites is the Spartan Daily 
managing editor. Raphael is the 
Spartan Daily  executive editor.
Jidenna leads the crowd in chanting “say her name” in support of the 
#sayhername campaign, listing victims of alleged police brutality.
Rain Stites | Spartan Daily
Community members from San Francisco and the 
greater Bay Area support community speakers for 
#RiseUpOctober on Sunday.
TALK TO US!
FOLLOW US @SPARTANDAILY
And post a comment with #spartandaily
SUBSCRIBE TO US 
For Campus Voices, Spartan Update and Daily Videos
More than 7,600 people responded and most 
respondents wanted to use the Clipper card for 
other methods of public transportation and 
parking. People also wanted cards to be avail-
able and more aff ordable for specifi c groups.
Rodriguez said the Clipper card might be 
modernized in the future.
“In a few years who knows what the Clipper 
card would be," Rodriguez said. "You know, if 
you can tag it on your phone or something.”
Saja Mohamed is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
SEND A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
spartandaily@gmail.com
NEWS 3Tuesday, August 25, 2015
15/08-0274
DASH
to CLASS
It’s FREE!
Monday - Friday
6:30 a.m. - 9:15 p.m.
Every 5 -15 minutes
 (408) 321-2300   ÛÌ>°À}ÊUÊTTY (408) 321-2330
sjdowntownparking.com
(Every 30 minutes after 7 p.m.)
DASH connects SJSU to San Jose Diridon Station,
VTA Light Rail, plenty of affordable downtown
parking, shopping, dining and more.
According to the survey, 72.6 
percent of respondents were stu-
dents and a total of 64.2 percent of 
participants voted to make SJSU a 
smoke-free campus.  Th e respons-
es also showed that 52.5 percent of 
individuals were bothered “a lot” 
by second hand smoke.
SJSU Media Relations Director 
Pat Lopes Harris said making 
this decision took a few years to 
organize carefully.
“We needed to consider the 
legal implications, cessation 
programs and enforcement pro-
cedures,” Harris said.  “On a 
campus as large as ours, these 
kinds of issues can take time to 
resolve properly.”
SJSU off ers counseling resourc-
es and programs for those seek-
ing to quit smoking.
Freshman theatre arts major, 
Jordan Lopez said he knows the 
eff ects of smoking based on a re-
search project he previously con-
ducted.
“When I was in high school I did 
a presentation on global warming 
and even little smoke can cause 
a huge, large amount of pollu-
tion, and that’s what’s causing the 
drought here in California actu-
ally,” Lopez said. “So preventing 
stuff  starting off  small such as no 
smoking can actually make a big 
impact in the future.”
Barrios said he has seen oth-
ers with lung issues caused from 
secondhand smoke including 
his mother.  As a result, Barrios’ 
mother suff ers from asthma even 
though she was not a smoker but 
lived with others who habitually 
did.
According to “Tobacco Free 
SJSU FAQ,” an online article on 
the offi  cial SJSU website, there 
could be a punishment for those 
caught smoking on campus in-
cluding visitors.
“If education and peer enforce-
ment does not 
result in in-
creased compli-
ance, SJSU does 
have the author-
ity to issue cita-
tions to indi-
viduals violating 
the smoke-free 
policy,” the ar-
ticle said. “Under 
state law, pub-
lic colleges and 
universities can 
determine if they want to fi ne vio-
lators and, if so, the amount of the 
fi ne; not to exceed $100.”
According to the California 
state law, individuals wanting to 
smoke must be 20 feet away from 
public areas including colleges 
and universities.
SJSU is committed to creating a 
safe and healthy environment for 
its community according to the 
Tobacco Free Policy.  Some stu-
dents say this new ruling will cre-
ate a positive future for SJSU.
Rosa Jasso is the 
Spartan Daily multimedia 
editor.
By Rosa Jasso
@rosabjasso
Some people may not believe 
Democrats and Republicans 
would sit at the same table to 
discuss a topic they both sup-
port, but this became true last 
Wednesday at the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library.
Th is event was hosted by Cali-
fornia Forward,  a leadership 
council that supports the cooper-
ation of two political parties who 
usually oppose each other.  Th ese 
parties put their diff erences aside 
and work together to unite local 
and state governments.
Former San Jose Mayor Chuck 
Reed and educator Marshall 
Tuck of the Democratic Party 
sat in a panel with the Republi-
can Party’s Fresno Mayor Ash-
ley Swearengin and Pepperdine 
School of Public Policy interim 
dean Pete Peterson to talk about 
California’s future and how lead-
ers in the valley, such as school 
board members, can make a posi-
tive diff erence. 
Panel attendees discussed dif-
ferent problems and solutions 
based on money, schools, jobs 
and leader involvement.  Th e 
overall theme emphasized how 
one person can make a diff erence 
by taking action.
“For me, everyone getting a 
little more involved is a big idea,” 
Tuck said.
Reed focused his presentation 
around the importance of money, 
concluding that government sources 
and being more informed when fi -
nancial actions are taken can help 
California’s economy.  Reed called 
this strategy “eliminate the policy by 
surprise.”
Peterson used voting as an 
example to show the lack of in-
volvement in the community.
He used the term “rational ig-
norance” to explain why some 
people feel their votes will not 
make a diff erence, choosing not 
to vote because they claimed to 
not know enough about the can-
didates or feel they are too busy 
to participate.
Tuck expressed the impor-
tance of mainly being involved in 
schools and the lives of students.
“Right now, are we doing every-
thing we can to make sure every 
child in this state gets a quality 
education?” Tuck asked the au-
dience. “And the answer to that 
question is we are not.”
Tuck used statistics in his pre-
sentation showing only 34 per-
cent of students in California 
who graduate high school are 
considered college ready. Th is is 
true for 41 percent of students in 
San Jose.
Tuck’s solution to raise these per-
centages is to support school com-
munities and be more involved 
with students by helping as a tutor, 
participating in school elections 
and encouraging them to voice 
their opinions.
“I believe that together—I have 
100 percent confi dence—that we 
actually can educate every kid in 
the state,” Tuck said.
Barbara Marshman, San Jose 
Mercury News editorial page edi-
tor, said having strong leaders is as 
important as motivating others to 
get involved.
“If we don’t get the right people 
in those jobs then all the rest of 
it—you just can’t do it,” Marsh-
man said.
For Swearengin, providing 
good jobs is an important part 
of creating a connection to the 
other topics.
“It goes without saying … that 
jobs really are such a central part of 
making the other pieces of this con-
versation work,” Swearengin said.
She said jobs create stable fami-
lies and increase academic perfor-
mance within a family.  A higher 
employment rate means govern-
ment revenues also increase.
In her presentation, Swearengin 
said California’s unemployment 
rate is slowly improving.
Th ere is a higher unemployment 
percentage in California’s inland 
area at 12 percent compared to 
Silicon Valley’s 8 percent unem-
ployment rate.  She also said 30 
of California’s counties are in 
greater poverty than the nation’s 
average amount.
Swearengin’s solution to unem-
ployment is to follow a triple-bot-
tom-line mindset. Th ings to be 
considered when looking at policies 
are their eff ects on the environment, 
equity and the economy.
Evergreen School District 
Board Member Bonnie Mace said 
having this meeting was a good 
fi rst step in improving Califor-
nia’s economic status.
“Having us all together in a 
conversation is step number one 
and I think that’s the best thing 
that we can do as bipartisan lead-
ers,” Mace said.
California Forward will host 
their next discussion in Fresno 
next month.
Rosa Jasso is the 
Spartan Daily 
multimedia editor.
Rosa Jasso | Spartan Daily
Pepperdine School of Public Policy Interim Dean and 
Executive Director, Pete Peterson, talked about the 
importance of being involved in the community and 
schools. 
SMOKE
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By Raphael Stroud
@randomlyralph
Th e Accessible Educa-
tion Center partnered up 
with the Career Center for 
“Sweet Success” on the fi rst 
day of classes.
    It took place in the Cen-
ter of Accessible Technol-
ogy in the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library. 
    “Basically, we have this 
event at the start of every 
academic year,” said Mary 
Nguyen, Accommodations 
Support Specialist at the 
AEC Testing Center. “It was 
done as a way to inform ev-
eryone of what resources are 
available for students, new 
and returning.”
    Gift  bags with school sup-
plies and snacks were made 
available to students. Th e 
Disabled Students Associa-
tion was not present but stu-
dents were able to leave their 
information for future con-
tact with the group. 
    Th e technology in the 
Center of Accessible Tech-
nology is designed to assist 
with education for students 
who have conditions that 
make diff erent approaches 
to learning necessary, such as 
the speech-to-text program 
Dragon NaturallySpeaking 
and a machine that helps 
convert texts to braille. 
    “It’s an open lab specifi cally 
for students with disabilities,” 
Nguyen said. “And they come 
in during the semester, they 
have extended hours, and 
work in one of the computers 
that utilize assistive technol-
ogy that can read their texts 
back to them.”
    Nguyen also said a bo-
nus of the CAT is that it is a 
quiet room where students 
can concentrate on their 
work away from the public 
areas of the library which 
can be noisy at times.
    Th e AEC’s primary focus 
is to make education at San 
Jose State universally acces-
sible, while the Career Cen-
ter provides resources and 
guidance to help students 
with special needs fi nd jobs 
aft er they graduate. 
    “We work with primar-
ily students, some recent 
alumni, but we try to work 
with students who are kind 
of early in their college ca-
reer here and we try to help 
them along,” said career 
consultant and employment 
specialist Lawren Lutrin.  
    Lutrin said the Career 
Center tries to help stu-
dents in a variety of areas 
such as graduation, em-
ployment and job fair read-
iness to make sure they 
have a future aft er class. 
    Th e AEC has academic 
advisors for general issues 
but students are usually 
directed to more career or 
major-specifi c advisers.
    While the CAT is stocked 
with accessible technology 
for students to use, the rest 
of campus is not as well 
equipped for those with 
special needs. 
    “It’s something we defi -
nitely would promote, but 
it’s diffi  cult,” Nguyen said.
    She said she believes cam-
puses should work toward 
implementing “universal 
design,” a system that pro-
motes universal accessibility 
in terms of education and 
architecture on a college 
campus, such as ramps and 
elevators in buildings.  
    Th e SJSU Center for Fac-
ulty Development has a 
page called Universal De-
sign for Learning  which 
describes the school’s at-
tempts to implement the 
concept outside of the CAT, 
describing it as “a proac-
tive approach to design our 
courses to ensure they are 
educationally accessible to 
all students, regardless of 
their learning style, cogni-
tive, physical or sensory 
abilities.”
Raphael Stroud is the 
Spartan Daily executive 
editor.
‘Sweet Success’ displays 
assistive technology at MLK
California moves forward together
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We have online and face-to-face 
transfer classes in general education to 
help you complete your degree goals.
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West Valley College is part of the California Community College System and fully accredited by the ACCJC.
Are you having trouble finding the 
lower-division courses you need at SJSU? 
Then consider transferable classes at 
West Valley College.
Tequila, tacos and tasty times
By Andrew Cypert 
@audaciousgreen
If you are ever bored, let me 
know. Come to Santa Cruz and 
hang out.
The Tequila and Taco Music 
Festival was the perfect way to 
celebrate the paradise surf town 
that is Santa Cruz. It started 
with a perfect weekend and 
clear blue, cloudless skies with a 
breeze that kept the heat down. 
The long stretch of booths and 
booming music became an in-
stant hit with the crowd. There 
were taco stands of all kinds, te-
quila tasting and beer and mar-
garita booths. 
The energy was high to keep 
people laughing and dancing 
throughout the whole day. 
The festival went from 11:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday and there was never 
a dull moment. About 4,000 peo-
ple came to the Tequila and Taco 
Musical Festival on Saturday 
and around 5,000 people came to 
the event on Sunday. People all 
the way from Los Angeles and 
San Francisco came to enjoy the 
event. 
Everyone got an official com-
plimentary tulip glass with the 
festival’s logo on it so people 
could drink out of it while they 
had fun. 
When the festival started, the 
air was crisp with a nice breeze 
that pushed forward the thought 
of a good day ahead. As the sun 
rose, the breeze kept tempera-
tures down and people could not 
have been happier. 
The second annual 
Tequila and Taco 
Music Festival was 
put on by The Leg-
endary California 
Beer Festival organi-
zation. 
Event coordina-
tor Vincenzo Giam-
manco explained the 
organization wanted 
people to “…taste 
different margaritas 
and different craft 
beers and also dif-
ferent tequilas from 
small, independent 
tequila makers, 
which is cool.” 
Food and drinks 
from vegan-ceviche 
and fried-fish tacos 
to beer from local San-
ta Cruz breweries and 
margarita flavors never seemed 
to end. 
An attendee said, “Oh my God, 
this is the best vegan taco I’ve 
ever had and I usually only eat 
meat!”
Strawberry-jalepeno margari-
tas, peach margaritas, and man-
go margaritas were just a few 
of the flavors that people could 
enjoy. There was something for 
everyone at this event.
There was a stage at the en-
trance playing a mix of music, 
but the real shining star and 
one of the major attractions of 
the festival was the live mu-
sic stage. Cover bands played a 
huge variety of songs from the 
90s hit “This Is How We Do It” 
by Montell Jordan, to many clas-
sic oldies, and newer hits like 
“Uptown Funk” by Mark Ronson 
and Bruno Mars. 
The vibe at the festival was an-
other reason why so many peo-
ple were enjoying 
themselves. There 
was high energy 
and people were 
dancing, but many 
people were hang-
ing out enjoying 
different drinks 
and food. There 
was a very diverse 
crowd and people 
were very eager 
to meet others and 
have a great time. 
People of all 
ethnicities and 
ages laughed 
and talked. Kids 
ran around with 
tacos, college 
students hung out 
with drinks in 
hand, and retirees 
danced for hours.
The booth vendors 
and security were having a good 
time. One vendor was hesitant 
about the event, but once he 
got there, the crowd’s attitude 
melted his anticipation away. 
This event was not just for the 
customers, but for everyone who 
participated.
The festival seemed to capture 
the essence of Santa Cruz per-
fectly. Everybody seemed to feel 
right at home. There is not a per-
son in the world that could come 
to this event and feel stressed 
out or ostracized. 
“Santa Cruz’s culture is eclectic 
so there’s all sorts of things that 
fit in down here,” said Local resi-
dent Christina Francheschini. 
“I think there’s a lot of different 
people down here having a good 
time and everyone seems to be 
in a good mood.”
Taste buds were not the only 
things budding this weekend, if 
you know what I mean. People 
got together with a common 
goal: to have a good time. It is 
an inspiration to see so many 
smiling faces without a care in 
the world (at least for a couple 
days).
The Tequila and Taco Music 
Festival reminded the partici-
pants to take a step back from 
life every now and then, enjoy a 
drink and some food and listen 
to some energetic music.
Andrew Cypert is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer. 
‘Diary of a Teenage Girl’ 
quietly speaks truths 
about female sexuality
By Raechel Price
@rae_thecyborg
Being 15 is not as 
glamorous as the movies 
make it out to be. Mari-
elle Heller’s film adapta-
tion of Phoebe Gloeck-
ner’s graphic novel will 
not try to sell you lies. 
This film perfectly en-
capsulates what it’s like 
to be a young woman on 
the cusp of sexual 
maturity.
"Diary of a Teen-
age Girl" is narrated 
by the private diary 
of Minnie Goetze, 
played by Bel Pow-
ley. Minnie is an 
average 15-year-old 
girl living in San 
Francisco in the late 
70s—awkward, a 
little naive and ob-
sessed with sex. She 
records her diary on 
a tape recorder with a 
hand-held microphone 
and the recordings serve 
as the film’s narrator.
The main plot driver 
is Minnie’s sexual rela-
tionship with her moth-
er’s boyfriend Monroe, 
played by Alexander 
Skarsgard. Monroe is 
never depicted as the 
predator, and like most 
real-life abusive rela-
tionships, their dynamic 
is never black-and-white.
Heller’s characters are 
messy and complicated, 
and often there is no 
right answer to their 
problems.
Minnie’s relationship 
with her mother is, in a 
word, non-traditional. 
Her mother Charlotte, 
played by Kristen Wiig, 
is a young divorcee who 
is more concerned about 
partying than the wel-
fare of her children, or 
so we think. Charlotte is 
a victim of abuse herself 
and as subject to Mon-
roe’s manipulation as 
Minnie.
While uncomfortable, 
themes of abuse and dys-
function are portrayed 
with the complexity and 
compassion of someone 
who has been there. 
Heller’s script gives this 
film an authenticity I 
had never experienced 
on the silver screen. 
There is a universality to 
Minnie’s story, one that 
every teen girl knows 
well.
Despite the unfortu-
nate nature of her rela-
tionship with Monroe, 
Minnie’s thoughts and 
questions about sex 
are reflective of most 
15-year-olds. She won-
ders if she’s normal, if 
other women have the 
same obsessive desire 
for sex.
Minnie struggles with 
feeling alone and iso-
lated. She wonders if 
anyone like her exists 
outside of her head.
Maybe kids these days 
are better off with access 
to the internet.
Heller’s production 
choices drive home the 
introspective feel of the 
film. Minnie is often 
nude throughout the 
film, but rarely is it shot 
with any sexual inten-
tion.
We see pieces and 
parts of her body as she 
examines herself in the 
mirror, all while her di-
ary narrates her feelings 
of inadequacy and 
comparison. Cou-
pled with animated 
graphics and illus-
trated scenes from 
her diary, I truly felt 
as if I was viewing 
the world from in-
side Minnie’s head.
Minnie’s imagina-
tion is at the fore-
front of her world. 
She takes inter-
est in comics and 
zines, particularly the 
work of Aline Komin-
sky—Crumb, most noted 
for her comic "Twisted 
Sisters." She expressed 
a desire to become an 
artist and said she does 
not have much need for 
school.
No story that I remem-
ber so perfectly captures 
the feeling of being 15 
than this one. It is the 
feeling of coming into 
your own as a sexual 
being, of incorporating 
society’s expectations 
and pressures into your 
identity while trying to 
remain true to yourself. 
It is a frank and authen-
tic look at female sexu-
ality that is unparalleled 
in film. 
Raechel Price is the 
Spartan Daily opinion 
editor.
Photo Courtesy of  Sony Pictures 
Classics
Andrew Cypert | Spartan Daily
People of all ages busting moves 
during the festival.
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Sweet HayaH shines at the Ritz
By Margaret Gutierrez
@maggieslara
Th e Ritz bar in San Jose put on an ex-
traordinary rock showcase headlined by 
Sweet HayaH and included Mothers Wor-
ry, Snakeskin and Wallace for the event 
billed as Scene #2 Grrrl Rock Party.  
San Jose local band Sweet HayaH entered 
the stage with an electrifying energy that 
spread throughout the crowd as the num-
ber of onlookers grew. When the saxo-
phone and trumpets began playing along 
with the other instruments, the audience 
continued dancing and singing.
“I really enjoyed Sweet HayaH’s perfor-
mance. Th ey had an eclectic sound and I 
felt like the lead singer was connected to 
the crowd. ,”  said Manuel Castellanos, a 
local resident of San Jose. “Th e venue and 
the friendly environment was a huge plus 
for me.”
Nehal Abuelata lead singer of Sweet 
HayaH, as well as the other band mem-
bers gave the fans an unforgettable per-
formance with a large variety of music 
rhythms.
“Th e sound has been described as rock, 
soul, funk with a hint of ska,” Abuelata 
said. 
Ska is a music genre which was a precur-
sor to reggae and combines Caribbean 
sounds with American jazz and rhythm 
and blues.
 “We bring all of our kinds of infl uence 
together into Sweet HayaH, which consists 
of diff erent sounds,” said Josh Gardner, 
drums and backup vocalist. 
Sweet HayaH has a complex and unique 
sound that draws in all types of people. 
“If anything, if the fans are not having 
fun we are not doing what we are supposed 
to be doing,” said Gardner. “We are very 
blessed to have fans.” 
Gary Greenberg who is responsible for 
managing and booking events for Sweet 
Hayah said, “Th ese guys embody every-
thing that I love about music, culture and 
people. Th ey put their hearts and soul into 
what they do and what comes out of the 
stage is exactly what we are all about.” 
As Wallace began to perform the atmo-
sphere was quiet and reserved despite of 
the high volume from the bass and other 
instruments. Florescent red and blue lights 
rained on stage touching the band mem-
bers and created a shadow on their faces. 
Th e mood became more elevated during 
the performance as the band became more 
involved with their fans.
Th ere were approximately 14 attendees 
at the start of the show. Th e band gave an 
incredible performance for an hour long 
set with their high intensity and energetic 
rock music. 
Th e second band Snakeskin opened with 
high volume and increased the crowd’s in-
volvement as they performed. Th e group’s 
passion captured the crowd’s attention as 
the number of spectators grew. Th e crowd 
was more responsive to their music and 
the majority of attendees began to partici-
pate and sing along with her to the lyrics 
of her songs. 
“Th is show was awesome and there was a 
lot of space and the sound was very futur-
istic,” said attendee Jordan Meinecke. 
Th e third band Mothers Worry gave a 
remarkable performance and brought a lot 
of additional energy to the environment. 
“Th is is a very cool place to come to and 
it’s also very spacious and comfortable,” 
said concert attendee Josh Anaya.
Overall, Sweet HayaH, Mothers Worry, 
Snakeskin and Wallace gave an astonish-
ing performance. Each band brought their 
own unique musical sounds to the stage 
which lured fans in and beckoned them to 
be involved in the performance. 
    Th e crowd was diverse and the venue 
was very spacious while also being wel-
coming to the audience. Th ere were likely 
numerous people at Th e Ritz who had nev-
er attended a live rock band performance 
but from the enjoyment that was visible 
on their faces the venue, the bands and the 
atmosphere made them feel right at home.
Margaret Gutierrez is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
Margaret Gutierrez | Spartan Daily
The offi cial members of Sweet HayaH, Josh Gardner, Devin Moreno 
Aaron Marquez, Brandon Garcia and Nehal Abuelata pose for a photo.
Margaret Gutierrez | Spartan Daily 
Sweet HayaH lead vocalist Nehal Abuelata, belts out  on stage using the 
keyboard and her strong vocals. 
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by Shaurya Chawla
Why is there a need 
to be in a college or 
university? What is 
it like to be in col-
lege? Will I be able to 
manage it?
Th ese are common 
questions that arise 
with the starting of 
college days.
With the onset of 
Fall classes at San 
Jose State, I am 
reminded of my old 
undergraduate days. 
It’s surely exciting 
for freshmen and 
incoming grads, and 
for me, it’s a second 
chance to be part of 
another community, 
more energizing 
than my previous 
experience.
Th e fi rst time I 
came to the U.S. as 
an undergraduate, it 
was an unusual feel-
ing. Th ere were ris-
ing expectations in 
my mind to explore 
every new opportu-
nity.
Initially, I felt 
scared from culture 
shock. Coming to a 
new nation and ad-
justing to a diff erent 
lifestyle was chal-
lenging, but within a 
few months, I made 
my way.
Th e fi rst day of 
school is something 
none of us can 
forget. Th e ambience 
encourages you meet 
interesting people, 
share your views and 
build new relation-
ships. Th ese wonder-
ful experiences lead 
to us making new 
groups of friends.
For a majority of 
students, the fi rst 
day of the semester 
is a warning bell to 
get off  the couch, 
prepare for long 
lectures, hectic as-
signments, project 
hurdles and exam 
stress. Th ese mo-
ments are, in fact, 
memorable.
I, myself, was bit 
anxious. Leaving 
a job behind and 
returning back to 
the studious life and 
fi nancial arrange-
ments of school was 
a tough decision.
It’s also my fi rst 
time in one of the 
major U.S. states and 
from my perception, 
life in the Bay Area 
is fast, rushed and 
I am trying to fi t 
in it. I am sure new 
students can relate to 
this scenario.
Aft er spending 
ample time in the 
Midwest region dur-
ing my undergradu-
ate and work experi-
ences, I believe every 
region has an essence 
of its own. Th e ease 
of life is remarkable 
in the Midwest with 
low rents, plenty of 
savings and benign 
people, but there are 
not as many oppor-
tunities compared to 
Bay Area.
College degrees are 
not cheap and steep 
loans to pay off  col-
lege educations have 
become a growing 
concern. Accord-
ing to U.S. News, 70 
percent of graduates 
have an average debt 
of $30,000.
While working, I 
used to miss my col-
lege days. Now that 
I chose to get back 
to student life, I am 
frightened.
I feel some disap-
pointment because I 
was earning enough 
with the skills I pos-
sess already, but I am 
happy in my choice 
of pursuing graduate 
studies to develop 
new expertise, which 
a university can 
teach me.
School is joyful and 
a learning experience 
for every student. It’s 
also an invitation to 
be in a competitive 
world, working to-
gether yet competing 
with others.
Being worried is 
natural, but we need 
to overcome our fears 
to achieve future 
endeavors. I am glad 
that I have relished 
the fl avor of diff er-
ent education and 
cultural systems in 
distinct cities, states 
and nations.
So here is a new 
start to another 
academic year and I 
hope everyone takes 
delight in working 
towards it.
Shaurya Chawla is 
a contributing writer.
Back to school 
in a new place Editorial Cartoon
by Dakotah Zabroski
@dakotahzabroski
“Bro, I totally hit a home run 
with that chick I met at the 
party.”
You have probably heard this 
line or at least something simi-
lar, but what does it even mean?
“First Base and Beyond” is an 
Urban Dictionary-style book 
and website that expands on 
baseball metaphors that are as-
sociated with sexual acts.
Some people may get up 
in arms over such childish 
humor, but that is the point of 
the jokes. They are not meant 
to be taken seriously and are 
supposed to be enjoyed with a 
good laugh.
Th e book was started more 
than 15 years ago by Richie 
Ridgewood and Scotch Holiday 
while they were in college. Th e 
book discusses sexual baseball 
metaphors and clarifi es upon 
them, such as, what exactly 
does it mean to reach fi rst base?
Of course when it was written 
15 years ago, diff erent sayings 
had diff erent meanings, and the 
same slogans can mean some-
thing entirely diff erent today. 
Slogans can also be interpreted 
diff erently by age and gender.
A good example in the book 
defi nes second base as, “A bit 
of rubbing, a bit of touching, a 
bunch of kissing. (We’re talking 
a 25 second minimum. You 
better master unhooking her 
bra and your tongue better be 
tuckered),” according to Ridge-
wood and Holiday.
But many people that I have 
talked to, including myself, 
have a diff erent defi nition of 
second base. Much of today’s 
generation will agree with me 
that “getting to second” refers 
to hand-to-genital contact. It 
just goes to show how things 
can change over time.
Th e book clearly defi nes 
many sexual acts, but that does 
not change the fact that each 
person will have their own idea 
of the act.
Men, for example, will prob-
ably be more aggressive on the 
base path in order to come all 
the way home. On the fl ip side, 
women will probably try to read 
signs more so they can reach 
base safely and smartly. Roles 
can also be reversed, of course.
Someone who is a young 
rookie will probably try to play 
small ball at fi rst and slowly 
make their way around the 
bases. Older, more experienced, 
veterans may not have time 
to lollygag and swing for the 
fences every time because of 
their experience on the fi eld.
Th e book even discusses not-
so-popular metaphors such as 
batting second in the line-up 
(wingman), but unlike the oth-
ers, this defi nition has probably 
stayed the same over time.
A wingman is a team player 
and plays for his teammate. He 
is the type of guy (or girl) that 
would be willing to lay down 
a sacrifi ce bunt to move his 
teammate along the base path.
Th e best part about this book 
is that all the sayings, such as 
“reaching fi rst base,” have and 
will be used time and time again.
Th ere is nothing more Amer-
ican than baseball (maybe 
apple pie) so this book touches 
base with many generations 
and will be a part of pop cul-
ture for a long time.
Most college kids who will 
read this book will enjoy the 
well-placed puns, and it is 
a great conversation piece 
that will bring laughs among 
groups of friends.
Th e great thing about the 
book that has yet to be pub-
lished is that people can submit 
their own defi nitions for publi-
cation, which would accurately 
represent today’s college stu-
dents and their interpretations 
of baseball metaphors.
Th e book is on Kickstarter, 
hoping to raise $3,275, and 
the best part about it is that 
the authors are staying with 
the sexual theme by donating 
a portion of the proceeds to 
savethetatas.org.
Dakotah Zabroski is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
First Base and Beyond
Expanding metaphors for getting it on
JOIN THE 
DISCCUSION
TWEET US AT 
@SPARTANDAILY
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Classifieds
Aug. 20
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 
box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively
  Crossword PuzzleSudoku  Puzzle
Previous solutions
  Local Ads
                 
Place your Ads Online at 
www.SpartanDaily.com/Advertising
You can also place classifieds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad office
Call us at 408.924.3270 or
visit us in DBH 209
Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M. 
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com
EWS
New Factory sealed/warrantied mat-
tresses by appointment.
We’re lowest prices in USA :)
Twins begin @ $65
Fulls begin @ $80
Queens begin @ $115
Kings begin @ $165
Call or text Ari 
(408) 599-2908 to view 
selections at warehouse.
FOR SALE
Employment
4 days/week position. Looking for adapt-
able and personable receptionist to join 
our multi-specialty dental office. Bilingual 
(Chinese or Korean) preferred; no experi-
ence required. Ideally recent college grad 
with interest in the dental/med field.
Please email resume/cover letter to:
-dentalofficejob1702@gmail.com
ACROSS
 ́ Folk wisdom
 ́ Toe holds?
 ́  Its ﬁrst is  
for fools
 Tip or  
summit
 “To ___  
His Own”
Grass unit
Director’s 
place
 20 Sister of 
Calliope
 Just a 
smidge
 22 Draws  
a bead
 23 Chem. 
classroom
A Bobbsey 
twin
Societal 
woes
 28 Smithy ovens
 30 Home to 
billions
 Europe’s 
highest 
volcano
Morning 
riser
 38 Deliberately 
snub
 Cap-a-pie
 Venetian 
master
Half the 
width of ems
 “___ Make a 
Deal”
 Fish market 
presence
Spine-tin-
gling
 “You betcha!”
 “It’s ___-win 
situation!”
CEO’s 
degree, 
sometimes
 “Money ___ 
everything!”
Shakespear-
ean king
 Depth 
charge target
 They show 
you where 
you’ve been
 Fibber of old 
radio
Gardener’s 
spring  
purchase
Cosmetic 
additive
 Liability’s 
opposite
 Edible root 
of the taro
  “Two Years 
Before the 
Mast” writer
DOWN
 ́ Fashion  
status 
symbol
 ́Work at  
the Met
 ́ Betty Ford 
Center  
offering
 ́ Ramp sign
 ́Gave  
grub to
 ́ Relishing
 ́Canyon 
sound effect
 ́ Achilles’ 
mother
 ́  “Dancing 
With the 
Stars”  
network
 In an  
enjoyable 
manner
Rajah’s wife
Same as 
before, in 
footnotes
 “Make do” 
amount
Banned 
behavior
 Mineo of 
“Exodus”
Matching 
felony?
Small  
building 
block
 28 Genealogical 
record
 Come  
onstage
Mechanical 
routine
 32 Gait faster 
than a walk
 33 Skirt lines
 Immature 
salamanders
 Light haircut
Post-it  
message
 38 “Peer Gynt” 
dramatist
 “A ___ of 
Two Cities”
 Like a Las 
Vegas ban-
dit
Brie or feta
Rain cats 
and dogs
  Thrilla in Ma-
nila boxer
Money,  
in slang
 Title for 
Munchhau-
sen
Participating 
in a yacht 
race
Rombauer 
of cookbook 
fame
Min.  
segments
___ Head, 
North  
Carolina
Struck with 
wonder
Slender  
wire nail
Doggy doc
Wedding 
declaration
Solutions to last week’s 
puzzle will be printed on 
Thursday, August 27
Ashley Madison and the truth about infi delity
by Jeremy Cummings
@jeremycummings3
Th e truth about infi delity is that appar-
ently a lot of people have committed it.
The recent data breach of Ashley 
Madison, facilitator of “Married Dating 
and Discreet Encounters,” has a lot of 
people talking and caused problems for 
countless individuals. Many are prob-
ably talking about the technological 
implications, big data, privacy, Internet 
security and all that stuff.
All I have been able to think about, 
however, is what this means about the 
state of marriage in modern America.
According to data from statista.com, 
there were 59.63 million married couples 
in the U.S. in 2014, which comes out to 
roughly 120 million married individuals.
The Ashley Madison breach con-
tained information from nearly 39 mil-
lion users. Think about that. Nearly one-
third of married people in this country 
are looking for a way out. And those are 
just the ones who use the Internet to find 
their f lings.
Th e institution of marriage in the U.S. 
is fl awed.
Infi delity aside, divorce is a highly 
profi table industry in America. Failed 
marriages are so common that people can 
make a comfortable living off  of them.
Love and marriage are complicated 
things, but too many people seem to 
disagree. For a long time, marriage has 
been considered one of the milestones 
of adult life we all go through. People 
might also say that your first divorce is 
another milestone.
You do not have to get married to show 
you love someone, though. Love is bigger 
than that.
Love is bigger than marriage, sex or 
anything else. Whether it’s the love we 
have or the love we yearn for, love is the 
force that gets us up in the morning.
But love is difficult. Love means 
making sacrifices and hard choices. If 
you love someone, you sometimes have 
to give them the honest truth, even if 
that truth is that you want to sleep with 
someone else.
Almost everyone thinks about people 
other than their signifi cant other. We 
have all seen that alluring stranger on the 
street and fantasized about the wild, pas-
sionate romances that may have been.
We seem to forget that we are animals, 
and as such, we have chemical impulses 
we cannot control.
It’s normal for people to be sexually at-
tracted to each other. No one can dispute 
that. What is shocking to me is that it’s 
not normal for us to talk about it.
I posted some of my thoughts on the 
data breach to Facebook a few days ago 
and one of my friends replied with some 
wisdom from which we can all learn a 
thing or two.
Paula*, a woman in a wonderful, 
healthy marriage, said the main problem 
lies not in monogamy or marriage, but 
in many peoples’ inability to be honest 
about themselves and their desires.
Paula is monogamous by choice be-
cause she discussed it with her husband 
and it works for them. It does not work 
for everyone, though, and only by speak-
ing honestly with your partner about 
your feelings and your relationship can 
you fi gure out what works.
Killer Mike, one of my favorite 
rappers, said it best in his music video, 
“Life Advice.”
“I don’t care if you marry a manne-
quin or a man or a woman or a turtle,” 
Killer Mike said. “It doesn’t matter to 
me. Just make sure that when you do it 
you really love that thing and you guys 
can figure it out.”
Th e fi guring it out step is a very impor-
tant one that many people leave out.
We were raised to think that marriage is 
a solution to our loneliness and that things 
will sort themselves when we step off  the 
altar. Nothing is that simple though.
You need to talk about who you are and 
what you want at every point in a relation-
ship. Couples going through marriage 
counseling would probably agree with me.
Th ere are fundamental problems in 
the way we approach our relationships, 
problems which lie in this country’s pu-
ritanical roots and the language we use.
Sex with anyone but your spouse is 
cheating, as if love were a game and it’s 
possible to break the rules. It’s infi delity, 
a word which by it’s very meaning would 
render your love untrue.
What if we called it a sex vacation? Or 
creative boundaries? I’m bad at public 
relations and someone else could prob-
ably think of a better name for it, but you 
get the idea.
We need to come up with concepts of 
love and marriage that match the com-
plex digital age in which we all reside.
Imagine a marriage where you and 
your spouse talk about your real desires, 
fi gure out you want to sleep with other 
people once in a while and then help each 
other make accounts on Ashley Madison 
so you project your best self to potential 
fl ings. Th at sounds f—cking great to me.
“If you love something let it go.”
Th is adage is repeated endlessly, but 
people do not seem to really think about 
what it means. To me, it means if you love 
someone, you need to love them for who 
they are, and love your relationship for 
what it is.
Do not try to make your love conform 
to any sort of idea or lifestyle. Make your 
life conform to your love.
Jeremy Cummings is the Spartan Daily 
executive producer.
*Names have been changed to protect 
identity*
Infi delity aside, 
divorce is a highly 
profi table industry 
in America. Failed 
marriages are so 
common that people 
can make a comfortable 
living off of them.”
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EatingRecoveryCenterCA.com
(916) 794-4006SACRAMENTO, CA
Locations: Sacramento, Fresno, Bay Area, CA
Programs: Partial Hospitalization, Intensive Outpatient and Outpatient levels of care
Focus: Anorexia, Bulimia, Binge Eating Disorder, Eating Disorders Not Otherwise Speciﬁ ed (EDNOS)
Populations: Adults, adolescents and children, male and female
When you suff er from an eating disorder, the people you care 
about suff er, too. Eating disorders can have a profound impact on 
your quality of life. They damage your physical well-being, self-image, 
and relationships. If you think you or someone you love may have an 
eating disorder, get help at Eating Recovery Center of California. 
And take back your life. #RecoverLife
Recover  _____________________________family.
Hooligans top Killabytes 
in opening game of roller 
derby doubleheader
Vasuki Rao | Spartan Daily
The Killabytes hit the fl oor during the opening game of the doubleheader in 
the south hall of the San Jose Convention Center on Saturday.
By Vasuki Rao
@VasukiRao94
On Saturday, as I was walking into 
the San Jose Convention Center’s south 
hall, one of the roller derby participants 
passed right in front of me with a helmet, 
knee and elbow guards and I thought to 
myself, “is all that gear necessary?’
My skepticism was proven wrong as 
soon as I walked in and saw the home 
team for the Silicon Valley Roller Girl’s, 
the Killabytes, practicing for their game 
against the Hanford Hooligans.
According to their website, the eight-
year-old league started off  in 2007 with 
two women feeling enthusiastic about 
roller derby aft er attending a match in 
San Jose. It is is a non-profi t organization 
with three teams—the Dot. Kamikazes, 
the primary travel team, the Killabytes 
and the Hard Drivers.
With over a hundred audience members, 
the air was fi lled with encouraging cheers 
from family members, friends and fans.
As a roller derby virgin, another un-
usual yet charming aspect about the 
competition were the unusual yet charm-
ing nicknames players had printed on 
the back of their jerseys. Clever puns led 
to names like Fearliss, Doc U Mental, 
Adrinaline Crush and my personal fa-
vorite, Th e Secret Cervix.
At the beginning of the match, every-
thing about the environment was fun and 
cheery, which contrasted to how intense 
and fi erce the actual game was. Th e surpris-
ing amount of punishment the players took 
during every round kept me at the edge of 
my seat throughout the whole game.
Th e Killabytes started off  strong in the 
fi rst half with their jammer, the point 
scorer, sliding and weaving through her 
opponents as slick as a whistle. Unfortu-
nately, they were not in control of the game 
for long because the Hooligans quickly 
caught up by scoring points almost as fast 
as they skated.
Although jammer Michelle, My Hell 
tried her best to rapidly pass through her 
opponents , the Hooligans implemented 
a solid blocking scheme that prevented 
her from doing so.
Th e Hooligans maintained their strong 
defense and with their jammers scoring ef-
fectively won the game 152–148. Hooligans 
blocker Halley Blackburn said this was 
only her second game and there were three 
new players that played with her that night.
“We have a new coach and so we were 
really hopeful,” Blackburn said.
Unicorn Chaser from the Killabytes 
had added support from her boyfriend 
and her parents who attended the game.
“Th ey came from behind and they 
looked like they were going to win but it 
was a close call,” said Michelle Cantwell, 
Unicorn Chaser’s mother.
Roller derby returns to the San Jose 
Convention Center on Saturday, Sep. 26 
with a double header featuring the Dot.
Kamikazes versus the Angel City’s Rock-
et Shots followed by the KillaBytes versus 
the Undead Bettys’ Th e Damned.
Vasuki Rao is the Spartan Daily arts 
& entertainment editor.
Vasuki Rao | Spartan Daily
Hanford Hooligans teammates Danyele Leap (left) and Kim Smith (right) discuss 
strategy during their match against the Killabytes.
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